
CITY OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI 
 

 

MINUTE BOOK 136 

 
R E G U L A R M EE T I N G November 15, 2022 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Pass Christian, 

Mississippi met on the above date at the Municipal Court Bldg., 105 Hiern Avenue, Pass Christian, 

Mississippi, at 6:00 p.m., same being the time and place for said meeting. 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Renaud “Jimmy” Rafferty, Alderman at Large Kenny Torgeson, Alderwoman 

Betty Sparkman, Alderwoman Regina Charlot, Alderman Kirk Kimball, Alderman Victor Pickich, 

Police Chief Daren Freeman, City Attorney, Malcolm Jones and City Clerk, Ron Duckworth. 

 

DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS PRESENT: Chief of Police, Daren Freeman; Code Enforcement, 

Mark Savasta; Public Works Director, Kirk Ladner; Harbor Master, Russell Holliman, Beautification 

Director, Brad Manus 

 

There being a quorum present to transact the business of the City, the following proceedings 

were had and done. 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously approved, the agenda for the November 15, 2022, BOA meeting.  

 
* * * 

 

 Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman to 

recognize and congratulate Officer’s Dakohtah Hedgepeth and Lewie Negrotto upon completing the 

Law Enforcement Training Academy as requested by Chief Daren Freeman. 

* * * 
 

 Upon motion of Alderman Victor Pickich and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously agreed to consider bid opening for the City of Pass Christian Annual Unit 

Price Paving Contract to be taken under advisement by City Engineer Bob Escher. 
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* * * 
 

 Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously agreed to ratify the borrowing of 30 barricades by the Most Holy Trinity 

Catholic Church in Delisle for their Gumbo Festival on November 4-6. The purpose of the 

ratification is because they made their request after the November 1 agenda was sent to the 

Alderpersons and it was not an emergency. The church picked up the barricades and returned 

them. 
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            Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman the 

Board consider approving agreement with the Humane Society of South MS, to receive animals 

properly delivered by the animal control officers of the City of Pass Christian in the amount of 

$1,039.09 per month ($12,469.08 annually). This agreement represents a monthly increase of $371.41 

or a 55.6% increase over the prior year agreement. According to the Humane Society, the Covid 

Pandemic created a significant increase in animals being turned over to the Humane Society which 

increased their operating costs. The current year budget for this expense is $12,000 (up from $8,000 

in prior year) so this was an anticipated increase. 

* * * 
 

            Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Victor Pickich the Board 

unanimously consider allowing the LAD Project to use the Randolph Center on Sunday February 26, 

2023, to have a children’s program from 1:00p.m. to 6:00p.m. They also request the Board to waive all 
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fees associated with the use of the Center. 

* * * 
 

 Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously consider approve the attached invoice from Overstreet and Associates for 

engineering services related to 1148 Pass Bungalow Project in the amount of $3,370.00. This will be 

paid out of the Gulf Coast Restoration Fund and funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk. 

• Betty Sparkman  Yay 

• Regina Charlot  Nay 

• Kirk Kimball   Yay 

• Victor Pickich  Yay  

• Kenny Torgeson  Yay  
 
 

* * * 
 Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously consider approval of payment to MGCYFL (MS Gulf Coast Youth Football 

League) for $300.00 for the 2022 league fees. These fees will help pay for trophies and other awards 

for our playoffs for the upcoming year. This will be paid out of the Recreation Budget. Funds are 

available as confirmed by the City Clerk. This will bring favorable notice to the resources and 

opportunities of the City.  
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* * * 

 

  Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously agreed to consider motion to the approve attached invoices from Compton 

Engineering as requested by Bob Escher:  



CITY OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI 
 

 

The following to be paid out of the FEMA Hurricane Zeta Fund. Funds are available as confirmed by the 

City Clerk: 

- Invoice 221-018-20 Fishing Pier $1,080.00 

- Invoice 221-018-20 West Harbor Repairs $3,680.00 

- Invoice 221-088-8 East Small Craft Harbor Electrical Hazard Mitigation $215.00 

 

The following to be paid out of General Fund 001-301-600 and Funds are available as confirmed by the 

City Clerk.  

- Invoice 221-060-15 Roads and Drainage $1,787.50 

 

The following to be paid out of General Fund 001-105-600 and Funds are available as confirmed by the 

City Clerk.  

- Invoice 221-060-15 ARPA Grant Application $185.00 

 

* * * 

 

           Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the Board 

unanimously agreed to consider approving engineering contract with Overstreet & Associates for 

North Street Gravity Sewer Improvements – Phases I, II, and III to be funded by GOMESA grants 

(2021 and 2022) The ARPA Engineering contract from Compton Engineering will be included on the 

December 6, 2022 BOA Agenda. 
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BEAUTIFICATION  
 

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny 

Torgeson the Board unanimously agreed to ratify payment to Taylor Tree Company in the amount of 

$2,203.75 to remove portion of damaged tree in War Memorial Park. Pictures of damaged tree 

attached. To be paid out of Beautification Contractual Services and funds are available as confirmed 

by the City Clerk. 

* * * 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING  

 

          Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimbal and seconded by Betty Sparkman the Board 

unanimously consider purchasing meal tickets for Derek Duckworth and Jenny Lowery while 

attending the Floodplain Development class in Emmitsburg, MD at a cost of $234.98 each. Per 

conference requirements, the meal ticket is mandatory. To be paid out of the Planning and 

Community Development Budgets and funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk 

* * * 
 

          Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Victor Pickich the Board 

unanimously consider recommendation of the Planning Commission & City Planner to change 

zoning/use from T4L, T4+, T5C solely to T5C (0313G-05-009.00; 0313G-05-004.000 – 0 Henderson 

Avenue and 0 Beach Boulevard, for James Development, LLC). Per City of Pass Christian sub-division 

ordinance and state law, applicant will have to provide all flood and water mitigation documents to 
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create the sub-division.  

* * * 
 

  Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball 

the Board consider approving recommendation of the Tree Board to allow Frank Zhang to remove 

protected trees on their property – 638 St. Louis Avenue. ((Development Code 3.0)(Sub. 1.6 Special 

Tree Provisions)(1.6.1-1.6.4)). Tree is considered in the footprint of the future building site. 
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  Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty 

Sparkman the Board unanimously consider approving recommendation of the Planning Commission 

for a variance request, to allow front-load parking where parking is only allowed in the second and 

third layers of a dwelling ((Development Code 3.0)(Sect 8)(Sub 8.10)(8.10.1)(c) (101 Palmwood 

Drive). 

* * * 
 

  Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously consider approving recommendation of Planning Commission request for variance 

to allow for the construction of a 10-foot fence in the applicant’s rear yard, tax parcel (0512M-01-

012.000 – Stephen and Bret James – 143 Spence Drive). 

 

* * * 



CITY OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI 
 

 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 

  Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Betty 

Sparkman the Board unanimously consider request to approve Chief Gordon’s request to send FF’s 

Doyle Moran, River Johnson, and Jason Smith to MSFA, November 28th through December 8th, for 

Fire Inspector 1031-I, Cost of class is $885.00 each, per diem of $230.00 each and use of city vehicle. 

These costs are included in the budget. This will be paid out of the Fire Department Training Budget 

and funds are available for this expenditure and has been confirmed by the City Clerk 

 

* * * 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 

  Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Betty 

Sparkman the Board unanimously consider the recommendation to transferring Nathan Fisher from 

part-time to full-time to fill the existing vacancy in patrol effective November 25, 2022, and a starting 
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salary of $16.69 per hour with holiday pay. Fisher is certified and has passed all civil service 

requirements. Position has a one-year probationary period. This is a budgeted position and funds are 

available as confirmed by City Clerk. 

* * * 
 
 

                    Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich 

the Board unanimously consider approving request to reassign Captain William Brett to the rank of 

Patrolman effective November 25, 2022 and pay of $18.12 per hour as per attached letter. 

* * * 
 

          Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously consider approving request to send Deputy Chief Chris Williams to MS 

Association of Chiefs of Police Orientation Conference class held January 8-13, 2023 in Jackson, MS. 

Registration is $500, lodging $755, per diem $295 and use of a City Vehicle. This will be paid out of 

the Police Department Training Budget and funds are available for this expenditure and has been 

confirmed by the City Clerk. 

 

* * * 
 
 

UTILITIES / WPSCO 

  Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Betty Sparkman the Board 

unanimously consider motion to ratify work performed and payment due to A & C Industrial for the 

Woodman Avenue/Pump Station #23 repairs as requested by WPSCO in the amount of $18,400.00. 

Two quotes were obtained for this repair and are attached. This will be paid out of the Utility 

Operations Sewer Budget – Repairs and Maintenance and funds are available as confirmed by the City 

Clerk. 
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WATER  

 

   Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kirk 

Kimball the Board unanimously denied the customer at 425 Winter Ave requesting an adjustment for 

the sewer that was used over her average because the neighborhood children turned her hose on. This 

is NOT an approved adjustment based on the City Ordinance. I told her I did not have the authority to 

make this adjustment and she has requested that the Board approve the adjustment for 10,000 gallons 

of sewer in the amount of $50.80. 

 

* * *               
 

 
 Upon motion by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously consider motion to approve adjustment request from Tina Freeman at 609 St. 

Louis Street in the amount of $240.50 in water charges and $2,789.80 in sewer charge from a large 

sinkhole that was not immediately observed on the property since it is not a primary residence. 

Requested adjustment meets the rules listed in the City Ordinance but requires Board approval since 

it exceeds $500.00 limit. 

 

* * * 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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             Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot the 

Board consider approving a volunteer to work in the Community Development Department to assist 

with answering phones and light clerical duties. There will be no cost incurred to the City.  

 

* * * 
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* * * 

 

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Toregeson and Alderwoman Betty Sparkman the Board 

unanimously agreed to accept October 31, 2022 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures (will be 

provided under separate submission).                 

* * * 

 

CLAIMS DOCKET 

 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderwoman Kenny 

Torgeson the Board approved the Claims Docket in the amount of $238,850.99 as 

recommended by the City Clerk/Finance Director.  

* * * 
 
 
                                 CLOSED SESSION  
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 Motion was made to amend the agenda to consider a “Closed Session” on a confidential matter.  
 

• Motion to amend the agenda was made by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 
and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and the vote was 
unanimous.  

• Motion to come out of closed session was made by Kenny Torgeson and 
seconded by Regina Charlot and the vote was unanimous with no 
action taken on the matter considered in closed session.  

 
 

*     *     * 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

 

 City Attorney, Malcolm Jones expressed appreciation to the Board for all the prayers and well 

wished for his daughter during her recent medical situation.  

*     *     * 
 
 Motion was made by Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderman Kenny 
Torgeson to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  
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  11-15-2022   

Mayor Date 
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City Clerk Date 


