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      MINUTE BOOK 140 
 

R E G U L A R M EE T I N G September 5, 2023 
 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Alderpersons of the City of Pass Christian, 
Mississippi met on the above date at the Municipal Court Bldg., 105 Hiern Avenue, Pass Christian, 
Mississippi, at 6:00 p.m., same being the time and place for said meeting. 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Renaud “Jimmy” Rafferty, Alderman at Large Kenny Torgeson, Alderwoman 
Betty Sparkman, Alderwoman Regina Charlot, Alderman Victor Pickich, City Attorney, Alderman 
Kirk Kimball, City Attorney, Malcolm Jones and City Clerk, Ron Duckworth.  
 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS PRESENT: Chief of Police Daren Freeman; Code Enforcement 
Director, Mark Savasta; Beautification Director, Brad Manus; Fire Chief Dwight Gordon, Harbor 
Master Russell Holliman, Jr.     
 
There being a quorum present to transact the business of the City, the following proceedings 
were had and done. 

 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot  
 

the Board unanimously accepted opening bids for the Davis Avenue Municipal Parking Lot 

Expansion.  

 
* * * 

 
 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot 

the Board unanimously approved the agenda for the September 5, 2023, Board of Alderperson Meeting 

 
* * * 

 
                                 COMMUNITY INITIATIVES & EVENTS   
 
  

Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously approved the final design of north entrance to War Memorial Park as proposed by 

the Pass Christian Rotary in commemoration of its 100th Anniversary. Rotary will use a licensed 

contractor who will be required to provide a certificate of insurance showing Rotary and the City of 

Pass Christian as additional insureds, and a building permit. As submitted by Alderwoman Betty 

Sparkman.   

* * * 
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Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously approved a public art project with minimal cost to the City. Project would be 

managed by Pass Christian Main Street and would place 4 ’ tall fiberglass oyster half shells on 

publicly accessible property throughout the city (schools, parks, harbor, city hall, etc. and in front of 

businesses, churches, neighborhoods, etc.) The oyster was chosen as a tribute to our local reefs and 

to build inclusivity and awareness of the importance of protecting local natural treasures. Each 

oyster would be purchased with private funding and professionally painted with high quality 

acrylics and protected with a marine gelcoat. The artist and art design would be approved by a Main 

Street appointed committee. For each half shell commissioned, the City would provide a 2-3” thick 

concrete base with anchors that would allow the art to be removed before hurricanes. Pictures and 

an article about a similar project in Mount Pleasant, SC is included. This bringing favorable notice to 

the resources and opportunities of the City. (Main Street will prepare a picture of the sculpture to 

come back and present to the Board before placing it around the City) As requested by Alderperson 

Betty Sparkman and Wendy Diaz del Valle, PC Main Street.  
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* * * 

 

           Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board 

unanimously agreed to allow Coast Episcopal School to use the following items for their 40th Annual 

Toast of the Cost Fundraising Event:  

  Twenty (20) Trash Drums  

  Three (3) Trailer mounted Generators (can be one 35kw and 2 larger kw)  

  Stage  

  Light Plant  
  
 The School is also asking for these items to be delivered. Delivery of the Generators on Tuesday, 

October 17, 2023, and all other items delivered on Thursday, October 19, 2023. This bringing favorable 

notice to the resources and opportunities of the City.   

* * * 
 

 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously approved the free use of the Randolph Center for the Mississippi Center for 

Justice Workshop on Saturday, September 16, 2023, from 9:00am – 1:00pm. A meeting open to all the 

community members to learn about Fair Housing 101 and The Zeta Roof Repair Grant Program. These 

programs are funded by the State of Mississippi with funds allocated by the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development through the Community Development Block Grant Disaster 

Recovery Program and administered by the Mississippi Development Authority-Disaster Recovery 

Division.   

* * * 
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* * * 

 

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board disapproved the 175th Anniversary Celebration for the City of Pass Christian to be held on 

Saturday, October 14, 2023, from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. Items needed for the event but not limited to: 

barricades, police officers, firetrucks (for display), 1 ADA port-a-lets, 1 regular port-a-let, 1 

handwashing station, decorations, cookies (Amount to be determined), 175th Anniversary 

promotional items, Displays set up inside City Hall, Courtroom, and Courtyard, Food Vendors set up 

in east Parking Lot of City Hall with proceeds going to local foodbanks, and maximum $3,000 to fund 

event as requested by Susan Putnam, Community Affairs. Source of funding from the Budget to be 

determined by the City Clerk. This bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the 

City.  

• Alderwoman Betty Sparkman  Aye 

• Alderwoman Regina Charlot  Nay 

• Alderman Kirk Kimball  Aye 

• Alderman Victor Pickich  Nay 

• Alderman Kenny Torgeson  Nay  
 

* * * 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously approved the Pass Christian Main Street use of the Pavilion on Sunday, 

November 5, 2023, to hold its 9th annual Farm to Table dinner, which is the association’s primary 

fund raiser. This bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities to the City.  

  
* * * 
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* * * 

         ADMINISTRATVE 
 

Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously approved the contract between the City and Ricky Richard d/b/a A & R 

Remodeling Co. of Pass Christian, MS in the lump sum amount of $31,600 for exterior painting of the 

Randolph Center with the contract progress payments as are outlined in the attached contract.    

* * * 
 

       Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot the 

Board unanimously appointed Carl LaRosa to the Short-term Rental (STR) Advisory Committee. Carl 

is a realtor and homeowner who lives in Timber Ridge.  Based on Carl’s experience, he will be a great 

addition to the STR Advisory Committee, as requested by Mayor Jimmy Rafferty. 

  
* * * 

 
CODE ENFORCEMENT 

 

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board Tabled adopting an Ordinance increasing all zoning, building permit and other fees in the 

Community Development Office by eight percent (8%) effective October 1, 2023. The fee structure has 

not been increased since Hurricane Katrina and the 8% represents half the cost of inflation since they 

were last adjusted.   As requested by the Community Development Director.  

* * * 
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* * * 

 Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich 

the Board agreed to adopt the Ordinance combining the inspection process for Short Term Rental 

Unti licensing only and authorizing such inspections for compliance with the Fire and Life Safety 

Code 101 to be performed by persons within the Community Development Department designated by 

the Building Official with such ordinance to take effect on October 1, 2023, as requested by Mark 

Savasta, Community Development Director.  

• Alderwoman Betty Sparkman  Aye 
• Alderwoman Regina Charlot   Aye 
• Alderman Kirk Kimball   Nay 
• Alderman Victor Pickich   Aye 
• Alderman Kenny Torgeson   Aye  

                        
 
                           * * * 

 

HARBOR 
 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously agreed to evict the following customer from the Pass Christian Harbor for 

non-payment of boat slip rental in excess of 60 days past due on pleasure pier account will be 

submitted to a collection agency if not paid in the next 30 days. Pleasure #01408.  
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* * * 
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT  
 

    Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot 

the Board unanimously agreed on the recommendation of the City Planner to merge two (2) 

parcels to create one (1) parcel; (0 Ladnier Street & 0 Rafferty Drive - Parcel Number(s): 0313A-03-

060.002; 0313A-03-060.003 - Owner, Troy Anthony); T4+/T4L Zoning; By Right; ((Development Code 

3.0)(Sect. 3.0)(T4L)(T4+)); Applicant would like to merge parcels to create subdivision and retail space 

where possible. Ward 2  

* * * 
  

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously agreed on the recommendation of the City Planner to subdivide one (1) 

parcel to create three (3) parcels and one (1) outparcel; (0 East Beach Boulevard - Parcel 

Number(s): ; 0512M-02-011.001 - Owner, Brisbi Development, LLC); T3R Zoning; By Right; 

((Development Code 3.0)(Sect. 3.0)(T3R)); Applicant would like to subdivide parcel to sell land 

individually and build residential homes. Ward 1 

* * * 
  

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously agreed to Table the recommendation of the Tree Advisory Board to 

appeal a 2:2 voting decision to the Board of Alderman for final decision/vote; only four (4) of five 

(5) voting members were present for the August 28, 2023, Tree Advisory Board meeting (quorum 

determined). City Planner is a non-voting member and cannot make final determination on the 

tree. (205 Eleanor Avenue - Parcel Number(s): 0512K-02-041.000; Owner, Lenny Chapman).  
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* * * 
 

UTILITY DEPARTMENT  
 

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot 

the Board unanimously agreed to adopt an Ordinance revising the minimum monthly water charge for 

residential and commercial units with water meters in excess of two inches and usage of more than 

25,000 gallons per month as recommended by the Utility Billing Department Manager.   

* * * 
 

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot 

the Board unanimously agreed to adopt an amendment to the Ordinance to increase solid waste rate 

from $14.81 to $23.41 per month effective October 1, 2023, to cover rate increase from Harrison County 

Solid Waste Authority.  

* * * 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny 
Torgeson the Board unanimously approved the items 1 – 20 below:  
 

 
1. Administrative: Consider having the City pay for the use of the City Car, gasoline, per-diem and 

two nights’ hotel in Tallahassee, Florida on September 11th and 12th for the Mayor to attend 

meetings associated with the possible use of the new Oyster Dome Technology in the Mississippi 

Sound.  The funds are available in the travel account as confirmed by the City Clerk.    

2. Administrative: Consider reimbursing Ms. Jazmine Rials for the rental of the Randolph Center 

on August 26, 2023, in the amount of $225. Ms. Rials was not able to have her event due to the 

A/C Unit not working in the Center. This will be paid out of the Randolph Center Fees and 

funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk.  

3. Administrative: Consider approving the application from FRESHJUNKIE Productions, LLC., for 

the 2023 Mississippi Gulf Coast Marathon. Requested by Jonathan Dziuba, Organization Agent 

This bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City.  

 

 



CITY OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI 

9 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK 140 
 

R E G U L A R M EE T I N G September 5, 2023 
 

4. Administrative: Consider motion to authorize Department Directors to begin advertisement of 

new budgeted positions with the understanding that no new employees can be hired until or 

after October 1, 2023, as requested by City Clerk Ron Duckworth.  

5. Administrative: Consider approving MOU between the City and the Miss. Dept. of Marine 

Resources for an allocation of the sum of $2,540,000 for GOMESA grant funds to create a 

concrete walkway (approx. 12 feet in width) along the South side of the seawall along Highway 

90 as shown on the project map attached.  There is no local match for this project, but the 

amount allocated will not cover the entire length of the project area.  This would be considered 

the first phase of multiple other phases to complete the entire project.  As requested by Malcolm 

Jones, City Attorney.  

6. Administrative: Consider motion to approve Invoice #2953 in the amount of $21,015.00 from 

Overstreet & Associates for preliminary design and topographical services for the 1256 North 

Street Gravity Sewer Phase I Project (City of Pass Christian will submit for reimbursement from 

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources - GOMESA).  

7. Administrative: Consider motion to approve Invoice #2954 in the amount of $21,500.00 from 

Overstreet & Associates for preliminary design services and topographical survey services for 

1256 North Street Gravity Sewer Phase II & III (City of Pass Christian will submit for 

reimbursement from Mississippi Department of Marine Resources - GOMESA).  

8. Administrative: Consider the recommendation of the Final Payment to DNA Underground for 

Bayview Avenue Force Main Repairs in the amount of $67,762.00. This includes the Summary 

Change Order and Payment Application No. 1 (Final).  

9. Administrative: Consider motion to approve Payment Application No. 2 to Hemphill 

Construction for $39,865.35 for the Phase 1 Residential Water Meter Replacement as 

recommended by Bob Escher City Engineer.  This is a budgeted expenditure and funds are 

available as confirmed by the City Clerk.  
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10. Administrative: Consider motion to approve to reimburse to the Developer, Trinity Park 

Subdivision, LLC in the sum of $25,000 for professional services of the proposed subdivision at 

NE Corner of the intersection of Hwy 90 and Henderson Avenue pursuant to the Development 

Agreement with the City.  This reimbursement will be paid out of the Capital Expenditure Grant 

(Senate Bill 2948 that was received in February of 2022 and funds are available as confirmed by 

the City Clerk.  

11. Administrative: Consider motion to approve the FY2024 Pass Christian School District Budget 

as submitted. As requested by Dennis Cochran Chief Financial Officer - Pass Christian School 

District.  

12. Code Enforcement Department: Consider requesting temporary assistance from Beautification 

janitorial staff (Anna Hillhouse) to assist in front desk coverage September 11 through September 

14. Beautification agrees with this temporary staff arrangement. During this time Jenny Lowery 

will be in a CRS training class in Biloxi.  

13. Court: approving the refund of $200.00 to James Cucurullo. Mr. Cucurullo paid the $200.00 for a 

Planning Variance. It was determined by the City Planner, Derek Duckworth, that a variance was 

not needed. Mr. Cucurullo has requested a refund.   

14. Events: Consider motion to approve the Pass Christian High School District Cross Country 

Team has requested the use of our portable restroom trailer on September 16th for a cross 

country meet.  

15. Events: Consider authorizing the use of War Memorial Park to the Mississippi Organ Recovery 

Agency on Saturday, March 2, 2024, for the Hero 100 Bike Ride. They are requesting the 

assistance of the Police Department for the Pass Christian portion of the 62-mile bike ride. This 

brings favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City.  

16. Fire Department: Consider Chief Gordon's request to accept resignation from FF Mike Chillura 

from full time to part time. His resignation will be effective on September 18, 2023, and further 

request to pay any accrued time due Mr. Chillura.  
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* * * 

 

17. Fire Department: Chief Gordon's request to reimburse Caleb Robinson for the hotel room, for 

himself and Marcos Chacon, as the dorms at MS State Fire Academy were overcrowded. The cost 

of the room was $459.00.  

18. Fire Department: Consider Chief Gordon's request to put FF Austin Graham on the part time 

call out list. Starting pay will be $12.02 per hour.  

19. Police Department: Consider approving request to send Deputy Chief Chris Williams and Sue 

Young to MS Office of Highway Safety FY24 Grant implementation meeting held September 12, 

2023, in Canton, MS. This meeting is mandatory for grant purposes and funding (accepted at 

BOA 8/1/2023). Use of a City vehicle is requested. As requested by Chief Daren Freeman.  

20. Police Department: Consider approving request to apply to Bureau of Justice Assistance JAG 

Grant in the amount of $7,000 (requires 25% match up to $1,750) towards purchase of two 

portable radios. As requested by Chief Daren Freeman.  Funding for the Match Portion will be 

determined at a later date if Grant is approved.  

  
* * * 
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* * * 

 

        CLAIMS DOCKET 

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board 

unanimously approved the Claims Docket in the amount of $379,893.56.  

    Alderwoman Betty Sparkman  Aye 

    Alderwoman Regina Charlot   Aye 

    Alderman Kirk Kimball   Nay 

    Alderman Victor Pickich  Aye 

    Alderman Kenny Torgeson  Aye    

  

* * * 
 

                                                         PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERPERSONS WILL ALLOW RESIDENTS 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK WITH A THREE-MINUTE TIME LIMIT ON 

EACH SPEAKER. NO PUBLIC QUESTIONING COMMENTS ARE ALLOWED 

DURING THE MEETING, UNLESS THE MAYOR RECOGNIZES SUCH 

PERSON. 

 
                         

  09-05-2023   
Mayor Date 

 
 

  09-05-2023   
City Clerk Date 
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