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      MINUTE BOOK 140 
 

R E G U L A R M EE T I N G December 19, 2023 
 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Alderpersons of the City of Pass Christian, 
Mississippi met on the above date at the Municipal Court Bldg., 105 Hiern Avenue, Pass Christian, 
Mississippi, at 6:00 p.m., same being the time and place for said meeting. 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Renaud “Jimmy” Rafferty, Alderman at Large Kenny Torgeson, Alderwoman 
Betty Sparkman, Alderwoman Regina Charlot, Alderman Victor Pickich, City Attorney, Alderman 
Kirk Kimball, City Attorney, Malcolm Jones and City Clerk, Ron Duckworth.  
 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTORS PRESENT: Chief of Police Daren Freeman; Code Enforcement 
Director, Mark Savasta; Fire Chief Dwight Gordon; Public Works Director, Kirk Ladner.  
 
There being a quorum present to transact the business of the City, the following proceedings 
were had and done. 

 
* * * 

 
 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot 

the Board unanimously approved the agenda for the December 19, 2023, Board of Alderperson Meeting. 

 
* * * 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

  
        Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously agreed to Table, for January 19, 2024, approving comprehensive noise or sound 

control ordinance as recommended by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman.  

                 
  * * * 
 
Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball 

the Board unanimously agreed to authorize advertisement of the Highway 90 Pedestrian Walkway 

Improvements Phase I.  

                * * * 
 

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson  

the Board unanimously agreed to advertise the Emerald Avenue Lift Station Rehabilitation.   
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                * * * 
 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball the 

Board unanimously agreed on transferring the sum of $25,671.84 accumulated interest as surplus from 

the City Clerk Tax Collector Account to the Capital Improvement Account as recommended by the 

City Clerk.  

*     *     *  

 
 Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously agreed to approve the revised budget for construction of two Pickle Ball 

courts North of the Tank at War Memorial Park increasing the original budget from $100,000 to the 

total sum of $186,200 upon the condition that the City would postpone lighting of the courts 

($22,000 estimated) and defer the resurfacing of two of the tennis courts ($22,000 estimated) and the 

upgrade to the City servers ($16,528.16) until the next fiscal year.  (The net increase of the budget for 

this project will be $42,200, but this will not entail an amendment to the City’s overall budget.  The 

next step is to have the geotechnical. work completed, finalize the design, and proceed with 

advertising and bidding on the project as soon as possible).  

*     *     *  

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously authorized Mayor Rafferty to execute the contract with Bottom 2 Top 

Construction for the North Street Gravity Sewer Project - Phase 1, in the sum of $1,075,859.00, as 

recommended by Project Engineers - Overstreet & Associates. 

*     *     *  

 Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously approved Payment Application # 3 to David Rush Construction for 

$68,444.00 for Hurricane Ida Repairs - Phase 1: approve Change Order # 2 in the amount of 

($1,350.00) and accept all close out documentation as recommended by Bob Escher City Engineer. To 

be paid out of the FEMA Hurricane Ida Fund and funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk.  
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*    *     *  

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously approved reimbursement to Eagan Management Group, LLC for the sum of 

$8,075 for Engineering Services for eligible infrastructure project on East Scenic Drive pursuant to 

Development Agreement under Capital Expenditure appropriation (HB 1353).   Funds are available as 

confirmed by the City Clerk.  

 
*    *     *  

 Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman the 

Board unanimously approved the payment to Covington Civil and Environment Engineering for 

Engineering Services. Invoice # 16481.08-6 dated 11/06/2023 in the amount of $31,172.50 (See detail 

attached and breakout of charges below) Funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk.  

Roads and Drainage – (001-301-602)    $832.50 

Administrative – (001-105-600    $6,202.50 

Tidelands FYE 2023 – (481-752-602)    $960.00 

Phase 1 Residential Water Meter Replacement - (400-703-911  $9,920.00 

Small Craft Harbor – Ida Repairs - (154-751-602)   $4,100.00 

Subdivision Review and Planning – (001-110-600)   $5,735.00 

Lynn Circle Paving - (118-301-602)  $1,295.00 

Davis Avenue Parking Lot Expansion (142-105-602) $2,127.50 
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*    *     *  

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Regina Charlot the 

Board unanimously approving payment to Covington Civil and Environment Engineering for 

Engineering Services. Invoice # 16481.08-7 dated 11/06/2023 in the amount of $19,217.50 (See detail 

attached and breakout of charges below) Funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk.  

Roads and Drainage – (001-301-602)    $740.00 

Administrative – (001-105-600    $6,485.00 

Tidelands FYE 2023 – (481-752-602)    $1,017.50 

Phase 1 Residential Water Replacement - (400-703-911)  $4,995.00 

Small Craft Harbor – Ida Repairs - (154-751-602)   $1,665.00 

Subdivision Review and Planning – (001-110-600)   $1,757.50 

Lynn Circle Paving  - (118-301-602)  $1,695.00 

Davis Avenue Parking Lot Expansion - (142-105-602)  $862.50 

 

  *    *     *  

Upon motion of Alderwoman Regina Charlot and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously approved the payment to Covington Civil and Environment Engineering for 

Engineering Services. Invoice # 16481.08-8 dated 12/06/2023 in the amount of $11,592.50 (See detail 

attached and breakout of charges below) Funds are available as confirmed by the City Clerk.  

Roads and Drainage – (001-301-602)    $555.00 

Administrative – (001-105-600)   $45.00 

Phase 1 Residential Water Replacement - (400-703-911)  $2,112.50 

Tidelands FYE 2023 – (481-752-602)    $1,942.50 

Small Craft Harbor – Ida Repairs - (154-751-602)   $277.50 

Subdivision Review and Planning – (001-190-600)   $2,775.00 

Lynn Circle Paving  - (118-301-602)  $1,942.50 

Davis Avenue Parking Lot Expansion - (142-105-602)  $1,942.50 
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*    *     *  

 

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman the 

Board unanimously re-appointing the following to the Historic Preservation Commission & Tree 

Board.  

   

 
Commission 

 
Name 

 
Duration 

 

Historic Preservation Church, Carol 3 Years  

Historic Preservation Naugle, Scott 3 Years  

Historic Preservation Nicaud, Jenny 3 Years  

Tree Board Gibson, Terry 3 Years  

Tree Board Newton, Donna 3 Years  

Tree Board Rizzardi, Lou 3 Years  

Tree Board Taylor, Melinda 3 Years  

  
 

*    *     *  

          POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 

Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty Sparkman 

the Board unanimously approved the request to hire Melissa Miller to fill the existing vacancy left 

by Haley Entrekin as full time Dispatcher effective January 5, 2024, and a starting salary of $16.63 

per hour, pending passing of drug test. Miller is already a certified dispatcher, and this position has 

a one-year probationary period.  Funds are available per the City Clerk as this is a currently 

budgeted position.  

*    *     *  

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderwoman Regina 

Charlot the Board unanimously approved the request for salary increase from current pay of $20.52 

per hour to $21.00 per hour for Sergeant William Brett effective December 22, 2023.  This increase is 

within the current budget as confirmed by the City Clerk.  Sgt. Brett will also transition from 80 

hours bi-weekly to 84 hours bi-weekly officer schedule.    
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* * * 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Upon motion of Alderman Kenny Torgeson and seconded by Alderwoman Betty 
Sparkman the Board unanimously approved the items 1 – 16 below  
 

* * * 
1. Authorized the Mayor to execute Will Serve letter to provide water and sewer services for the St. Paul 

Village project as requested by the Developer. CA-1 

2. Authorizing the Mayor to execute Will Serve letter to provide water and sewer services for the 

Trinity Park Subdivision project as requested by the Developer.  

3. Authorizing the use of the Randolph Center and War Memorial Park on June 15, 2024, from 4:00pm 

to 8:00pm, and waiver of rental fees, for the 2nd Annual Juneteenth Banquet and Event. Also asking for 

the use of the following equipment: Use of Stage, Barricades, Trash Cans, Public 

Works/Beautification employee(s) to maintain restrooms and trash and any other resource as deemed 

necessary by the Mayor. This bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City. 

4. Approved Chief Gordon’s request to send Aden Purchner to MSFA, MS State Fire Academy, in Pearl 

MS, for FIREFIGHTER 100-I-II, January 7 through February 22, 2024. The cost of the class is $500.00. 

per diem of $805.00 and use of a City Vehicle. This is a budgeted expenditure and funds are available 

in the Fire Department Travel and Training Budget as confirmed by the City Clerk.  

5. Approved Chief Gordon’s request to send Gregory Victor to MSFA, MS State Fire Academy, in Pearl 

MS, for FIREFIGHTER 1001-I-II, January 7 through February 22, 2024. The cost of the class is 

$500.00, per diem of $805.00 and the use of a City Vehicle. This is a budgeted expenditure and funds 

are available in the Fire Department Travel and Training Budget as confirmed by the City Clerk.  

6. Authorized Chief Gordon’s request to ratify to send Jeremy McLeod to MSFA, MS State Fire 

Academy, in Pearl MS, for TACTICAL EMERGENCY CASUALTY CARE, December 12, 2023, to 

December 13, 2023. He will be replacing Jason Smith, who had a death in the family. The cost of the 

class is $50.00, per diem of $78.00, and the use of a City Vehicle. This is a budgeted expenditure and 

funds are available in the Fire Department Travel and Training Budget as confirmed by the City 

Clerk.  
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* * * 
 

7. Authorized Chief Gordon’s request to send C. Dean Toler to MSFA, MS State Fire Academy, in 

Pearl MS, for HAZ MAT TECH I. This is a 3-week course, 2 weeks on line and one week at the 

Academy. No cost of class, per diem of $115.00 and use of a City Vehicle. This is a budgeted 

expenditure and funds are available in the Fire Department Travel and Training Budget as 

confirmed by the City Clerk.  

8. Authorized Chief Gordon’s request to put Richard Scott on the part-time call out list. The starting 

pay will be $12.02 per hour, with a start date of January 4, 2024.  

9. Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously authorized the advertisement for Phase I of Fire Station 1 repairs. Phase I 

consists of demolition and mold remediation in the existing bunk room.  This will be paid out of the 

Capital Improvement Fund as approved by the Board of Alderpersons in the 2023-24 Budget.  

10. Approved the request to send Deputy Chief Williams and Lieutenant Ryan Henry to Leading and 

Retaining the New Generation of Police Officers training course held January 8, 2024, in Jackson, 

MS. The Tuition is $200 per officer and use of a City Vehicle is requested. This is a budgeted 

expenditure and funds are available in the Police Department Travel and Training Budget as 

confirmed by the City Clerk.   

11. Ratified the acceptance of resignation from Officer Patricia Chotto effective December 11, 2023.  

12. Accepted the resignation letter from Roy Dedeaux at the Public Works Department effective 

12/08/2023 and pay up to 80 hours vacation time.  

13. Approved the request to advertise for the following position at the Public Works Department Sign 

Tech/ Operator at a rate of $15.00 an hour. This is to replace Gerald Ladner. His last day at work 

was November 30, 2023.  

14. Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board 

approved the request to advertise for the following open position at the Public Works Department, 

an Operator/Truck Driver at a rate of $15.00 an hour.  
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* * * 
 

15. Approved the minutes of November 8, 2023, Regular Mayor and Board of Alderpersons meeting, 

with changes, as requested by Deputy Clerk, Shannon Starita.  

16. Approved the minutes of November 20, 2023, Regular Mayor and Board of Alderpersons meeting, 

with changes, as requested by Deputy Clerk, Shannon Starita.  

      

* * * 
 

        CLAIMS DOCKET 

Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the 

Board unanimously approved the Claims Docket in the amount of $514,624.24.  

 

* * * 
  

       EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

1. Consider voting to go into Closed Session to determine if Executive Session is necessary. 
 

2. Consider going into Executive Session to discuss strategy sessions with respect to prospective 

litigation concerning annexation when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the 

litigating position of the City.  

 
Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson the 

Board unanimously decided not to go into closed session for discussion, but to discuss in open 

meeting.   

  Upon motion of Alderwoman Betty Sparkman and seconded by Alderman Kenny Torgeson 

the Board unanimously, the Board voted to authorize the Mayor and City Attorney to proceed with 

Friendly Annexation proceedings against the six parcels of vacant land adjacent to the City’s western 

boundary and fronting on Hwy 90 for Bellwill Properties, LLC, Grant and Shawn Koncke, and Dale 

Mathews (see exhibit attached) and publish or send notice to any other contiguous property owners 

to allow them to state whether or not they wish to voluntarily participate in the annexation 

proceedings.  



CITY OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI 

9 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK 140 
 

R E G U L A R M EE T I N G December 19, 2023 
  

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson and seconded by Alderperson Charlot. the Board 

unanimously voted to table the request to approve the Work Order with DNA Underground, LLC for 

Drainage Improvements on the East side of Lary Mary Avenue near the Pass Marianne 

Condominiums.  

 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERPERSONS ALLOWED RESIDENTS AN 

OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK WITH A THREE-MINUTE TIME LIMIT ON EACH 

SPEAKER. NO PUBLIC QUESTIONING COMMENTS WERE ALLOWED 

DURING THE MEETING, UNLESS THE MAYOR RECOGNIZED SUCH 

PERSON. 

                                                       

 
                         

  12-19-2023   
Mayor Date 

 
 

  12-19-2023   
City Clerk Date 
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