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TREE BOARD MINUTES
THURSDAY, MARCH 7TH, 2024 - 3:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

Jennifer Rivera called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM. A quorum was determined with board members Lolita
Welch, Lou Rizzardi, Donna Newton, and Melinda Taylor in attendance. Terry Gibson was not in attendance.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
No previous minutes were on file to be adopted at the time of the meeting,

NEW BUSINESS

The tree board members reviewed the application for Kristi Mong residing at the address of 213 Henderson
Avenue. Member Newton stated she wanted to see plans of the proposed parking lot to determine the
reasoning for the removal of the trees in addition to addressing the other (3) trees on the application were not
marked out with ribbons or stakes. There are several trees around the applicant’s property. Member Taylor
noted that either way, she “would rather have the parking lot go around the trees.” The applicant’s arborist
report only specified and showed pictures of a Live Qak. This caused confusion for the other (3) trees in
question. The board was under the impression that all the trees in the application were Live Oaks even
though the application only mentioned (1) Live Oak. Member Rizzardi stated without the classification and
markings of the other trees on the arborist’s report, he did not have enough information on all (4) trees. City
of Pass Christian employee and certified arborist, Brad Manus, stated “he did not see anything on the
arborist report saying the tree is dying.” A local resident mentioned that his family held onto those trees
during Hurricane Katrina and were a landmark in the community. Member Taylor made a motion to deny the
removal of all (4) trees and compromising with root pruning in addition to putting up a sign to specify to
Park at Your Own Risk if parking near the trees. Member Welch seconded the motion and, ultimately, the
motion passed unanimously.

The Tree Board members reviewed the application for Cory Necaise residing at 11 Wen Mar Avenue. Board
member Taylor and Rizzardi advised that this tree is not a live oak tree. Board member Taylor made a motion for
the approval to remove the tree and member Rizzardi seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

The Tree Board members reviewed the application for Isaac Keel residing at 137 Spence Drive. The applicant’s
arborist’s report classified the tree in question as a Southern Magnolia that is cutting into the roots of the owner’s
swimming pool foundation. Brad Manus mentioned the possibility of transplanting the tree to another location if
the tree was fit to do so. Since the meeting, Brad Manus has submitted a written report for further
recommendation. Board member Taylor made a motion to deny the removal and compromise with root pruning
and possible transplant of the tree depending on the cost and board member Rizzardi seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

The tree board members reviewed the application of Bruce Wall residing at 133 Pinecrest Drive. This tree is a
Live Oak and the homeowner’s insurance company is requesting either a tree trimming from the back or removal
of the tree. Board member Talyor made a motion to deny removal and recommended tree trimming of 20% of the
canopy and seconded by member Welch, The motion passed unanimously.
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The board members considered input for applying specific language for tree trimming in the future. Brad and
Jennifer will get together to define the proper verbiage and propose to the board members. Board member Taylor
made the motion to table and member Welch seconded the motion. The motion to table with detailed verbiage
passed unanimously.

The board members considered input for changing the penalty and adopting verbiage into code for the removal of
protected trees with respect to the contractor and homeowner. Brad and Jennifer will get together to further define
the specifics for penalty changes and will propose to the board members for recommendation to the Board of
Alderman. Board member Taylor made a motion to table and member Welch seconded the motion, The motion to
table with detailed verbiage passed unanimously.

The board members considered input of revisiting the replanting history to follow-up with trees that are owed to
the City of Pass Christian and have not yet been planted. Board member Taylor gave a packet of information to
previous City Planner about the missing promised trees, but we do not have it in the office. She will get the
information and resubmit it for further recommendation. Board member Taylor made a motion to table with more
information and member Welch seconded the motion. The motion to the table with missing promised trees passed
unanimously.

ADJOURN

A Motion was made by member Taylor, and seconded by member Welch to adjourn the meeting around 4 P.M.
The motion passed unanimously.



