REGULAR MEETING	MINUTE BOOK 156	May 19, 2026

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Pass Christian, Mississippi met on the above date at the Municipal Court Bldg., 105 Hiern Avenue, Pass Christian, Mississippi, at 6:00 p.m., same being the time and place for said meeting.

PRESENT: Mayor Kenny Torgeson, Alderman at Large Victor Pickich, Alderman Barry Dreyfus (Called in), Alderman Joe Piernas, Alderman Kirk Kimball, Alderman Greg Federico (Called in), Jim Simpson, City Attorney and Marian Governor, City Clerk

Alderman Greg Federico hung up from calling in at the meeting at 7:02pm.

There being a quorum present to transact the business of the City, the following proceedings were had and done.

Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved the agenda for the May 19, 2026, Regular Board of Aldermen Meeting.
                         *					      *				     *

[bookmark: _Hlk219120514]				                         ADMINISTRATIVE

[bookmark: _Hlk219119819]
Upon motion of Alderman Greg Federico and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board unanimously approved transferring of $750,000 from the HW Utility Operating account xx7294 and $500,000 from the HW Depository account xx5119 to the FEMA Claims Fund HW account xx7316 as a temporary loan for the FEMA IDA Harbor project, as requested by Marian Governor.
			
*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved closing the old Peoples Bank Depository account and deposit funds into the Hancock Whitney Depository account and the Peoples Bank Utility Operating account and deposit funds into the Hancock Whitney Utility Operating account, as requested by Marian Governor.
			
*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved the MOU between the City of Pass Christian and the Ms. Department of Marine Resources for the 2026 GOMESA Harbor Breakwater Wall grant in the amount of $5,400,000.00 effective July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2031, and authorize having the City engineer advertise the project, as requested by Marian Governor, City Clerk. A-3
			
*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Joe Piernas the Board unanimously approved adopting the order/resolution authorizing use of unmarked police vehicles and send a certified copy   to the State Auditor’s office as required per state statute 25-1-87, as requested by Marian Governor, City Clerk. A-4
			
*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Barry Dreyfus and seconded by Alderman Joe Piernas the Board unanimously approved discussing adopting Ordinance 717 to modify Ordinance 589 and 583 adding verbiage to Sec. 74-91 Parking regulations on highway 90 and residential streets to prevent overnight parking, pending City Attorney, Jim Simpson approval, as requested by Alderman Barry Dreyfus. A-5
*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Greg Federico the Board unanimously tabled adopting Ordinance 717 to modify Ordinance 589 and 583 adding verbiage to Sec. 74-91 Parking regulations on highway 90 and residential streets to prevent overnight parking, pending City Attorney, Jim Simpson approval, as requested by Alderman Barry Dreyfus. A-5

*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved adopting Ordinance 719 amending Ordinance 492 Sec. 82-19 through Sec. 82-26 to regulate the removal, pruning, construction activities and violations affecting the protected trees in the City of Pass Christian, as requested by Melodie Hayes, City Planner and Brad Manus, Beautification Director. A-6
			
*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved lease agreement for six months starting July 1, 2026, to January 31, 2027, with Sea Level PCH, LLC, at the rate of $627.11 per month for space at the NW corner of the parking lot in the West Harbor as recommended by the Marian Governor, City Clerk. A-7
			
*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Victor Pickich and seconded by Alderman Barry Dreyfus the Board unanimously approved accepting the April 2026 Budget Report, as requested by Marian Governor, City Clerk. A-8

*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Victor Pickich and seconded by Alderman Greg Federico the Board unanimously approved the updated 2026-2027 Harbor and slip improvement contracts for rentals, as requested by the Harbormaster James Butcher. A-9

*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Greg Federico the Board unanimously tabled discussing bids for Disaster Debris Removal and Disposal for the 2026 Hurricane Season that were opened on April 21,2026, as requested by Fire Chief Woodman

*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved discussing bids for the Disaster Debris monitoring service for the 2026 Hurricane Season that were opened on April 21,2026, as requested by Fire Chief Woodman.

*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Victor Pickich and seconded by Alderman Joe Piernas the Board unanimously approved awarding bid for the Disaster Debris monitoring service for the 2026 Hurricane Season that were opened on April 21,2026, to Debris Tech, as requested by Fire Chief Woodman.


EVENTS

[bookmark: _Hlk218509118]Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and second by Alderman Greg Federico the Board unanimously took no action on approving a $250 donation to the St. Baldrick’s Golf Tournament 2026, being held on May 30, 2026, at the Pass Christian Isle Golf Club, to benefit kid’s cancer through the St. Baldrick’s Foundation, this bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City. The funds will be taken out.
*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and second by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved two 66” x 36” aluminum highway signs to be placed on HWY 90 at the city limits from Pass Christian Main Street. The signs say, “Mississippi Designated Main Street Community.” This recognition announces that Pass Christian is officially recognized for its commitment to a structured effort to boost economic vitality, enhance design, promote, and organize, with an aim to foster sustainable, community driven development thus bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities to the City, as requested by Wendy Diaz. E-2
*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and second by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved request from the Library to hold their annual One Book One Pass Author Presentation on Thursday, November 19, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., at the Randolph Center, this bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City, as requested by Denise Saucier, Head Librarian.  E- 3

*	*	*


[bookmark: _Hlk203640740]Upon motion of Alderman Barry Dreyfus and second by Alderman Greg Federico the Board unanimously approved request from the Krewe of Waggus to host a Mardi Gras Walking Parade for pets on Saturday, January 16, 2027, at 2:00 pm (Rain date would be Sunday, January 17, 2027, at 2:00 pm).  This will be our 3rd Mardi Gras theme pet “pawrade” sponsored by the Krewe of Waggus.  The anticipated route would start at the pavilion at Davis Avenue and 2nd Street and continue south on Davis to Scenic Drive and then west on Scenic Drive to Bacchus. This community event benefits Animal A.I.D of MS as the designated beneficiaries of any funds raised, this bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City. The Krewe of Waggus organizing committee would like to ask the City to provide the following: (E-4)
· [bookmark: _Hlk203640773]Barricades along the parade route during the parade    
· Police presence to manage traffic and close the parade route  
· Permission to place signs advertising the parade around the City 2 weeks prior to the event
· Use the City Stage if needed
· Other resources as deemed necessary by the Mayor
	
*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and second by Alderman Greg Federico the Board unanimously approved discussing Cruisin the Coast 2026 scheduled for October 8 – 10, 2026, this bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City, as requested by Mayor Kenny Torgeson. E-5

*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Greg Federico and second by Alderman Joe Piernas the Board unanimously approved Cruisin the Coast 2026 scheduled for October 8 – 10, 2026, which will include $20,000.00 donation and City committed $5,00.00 and to modify item 16 in the agreement and to have City Attorney, Jim Simpson, to verify necessary changes were made, this bringing favorable notice to the resources and opportunities of the City, as requested by Mayor Kenny Torgeson. E-5



[bookmark: _Hlk164236008][bookmark: _Hlk198801894][bookmark: _Hlk196123956]						CONSENT AGENDA

Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board unanimously approved items 1-15 and 17-19. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk189810818]Approved - Administrative - Payment Application No.12 to LJ Construction, Inc., for the North St. Gravity Sewer Improvement Phase II and III (GOMESA) in the amount of $236,516.78, as recommended by Andrew Levens. CA-1
2. Approved - Administrative - Payment Application No.1 to David Rush Construction, LLC for Hurricane Ida Repairs – Phase II in the amount of $464,729.08, as recommended by City Engineer, Bob Escher. CA-2
3. [bookmark: _Hlk209175160]Approved - Administrative - Request to send Alderman Greg Federico to the Mississippi Rural Water Association 2026 Board Member Management Training in Biloxi, MS, May 28, 2026. Registration fee is $115.00, no per diem, as requested by Alderman Greg Federico. CA-3
4. Approved - Administrative - The Cash change drawer from Dawn Sanders to Amber Carter in the amount of $100.00, as requested by Marian Governor.
5. Approved - Administrative - The Oath of Office from Amber Carter, Council Clerk/Deputy Clerk, as requested by Marian Governor, City Clerk. CA-5
6. Approved - Court - Restitution in the amount of $40.00 to Robert Guyotte. Antoine Biggs was ordered to pay restitution on December 1, 2017, in the amount of $1,320.43 to Robert Guyotte for medical bills. These are ongoing payments, as requested by Judge Negrotto.   CA-6
7. Approved - Fire - The surplus and disposal of the following asset, as requested by Fire Chief Woodman. 
· 1397- Nozzle Task Force B-BH 1"
· 0421- Water Heater

8. [bookmark: _Hlk207964696]Approved - Harbor - Ratifying approving the termination of Carlos Fairley effective May 6, 2026. New hire who never showed up for work, as requested by Harbormaster James Butcher.
9. Approved - Harbor - Hiring Thomas Mears as Harbor Service employee effective May 19th, 2026, at a rate of $13.46, pending background checks and physical/drug screens, as requested by Harbormaster James Butcher.
10. Approved - Harbor - Motion to transfer a skid steer (Serial # JX918133), car hauler (Vin#7PZBA2024RT008586), and a Flat Bed Utility Trailer (Vin#16VZF3124N6140246) from the Harbor Department to the Public Works, as requested by Harbor Master, James Butcher.
11. Approved - Harbor - Motion to transfer a 2016 Toyota Tacoma (Asset# 01563) from the Harbor Department to the Beautification Department, as requested by Harbor Master, James Butcher. 
12. Approved - Harbor - The refund of $873.10 to Paul Tregre due to slip cancelation as requested by the Harbormaster James Butcher. CA -12
13. Approved - Planning- A lot split of parcel #0412J-01-025.006 located at approximately 133 Alicia Street. The lot split from one parcel to two is a “by right” request. Current zoning is T3R and allows for single family dwelling to be placed on the parcel(s), as requested by Melodie Hayes, City Planner. CA- 13
14. Approved - Police - Request to reimburse Investigator Steve Morris $203.25 for uniform pants. This reimbursement will be deducted from previously approved clothing allowance for investigators, as requested by Police Chief Freeman. CA-14
15. Approved - Police - Adding Ian Estorffe to part-time list of officers (as non-sworn personnel) at $20.00 per hour, and not to exceed 20 hours per week, pending psychological and urinalysis effective May 22, 2026. This is a budgeted position and funds are available, as requested by Police Chief Freeman. CA-15
16. Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and second by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board unanimously approved recommendation to hire Deshaun Cherry to fill the existing vacancy effective May 22, 2026, and a starting salary of $19.26 per hour plus holiday pay, pending urinalysis and psychological exam. Position has a one-year probationary period. This is a budgeted position and funds are available, as requested by Police Chief Freeman. 
17. Approved - Public Works - The surplus and disposal of the following Flip Phones located at Public Works. These phones have been decommissioned and are no longer in use. Remove from City inventory. List of assets to be retired and destroyed:  
· Assets ‘s 02915, 02917, 02920, 02921, 02946

18. Approved – Recreation - Refund request in the amount of $35.50 due to the 16u Division not having enough participants, for Sesilie Garcia, who paid for Raiders Flag Football on April 16, 2026, as requested by Bret Bentz, Recreation Director. CA-18
19. Approved - The minutes of May 5, 2026, Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting, with changes, as requested by Deputy City Clerk, Dawn Sanders. CA-19


[bookmark: _Hlk197683689]
CLAIMS DOCKET


[bookmark: _Hlk196130747]Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and second by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board unanimously approved the Claims Docket in the amount of$152,015.93. CD-1 

				 
*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas the Board unanimously approved going into Closed Session to determine going into Executive Session concerning a personnel matter in the Police Department, as requested by Police Chief Freeman.

*	*	*


Upon motion of Alderman Victor Pickich and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board unanimously approved coming out of Closed Session. 

*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and seconded by Alderman Victor Pickich the Board unanimously approved going into Executive Session concerning a personnel matter in the Police Department.

*	*	*

Upon motion of Alderman Joe Piernas and seconded by Alderman Kirk Kimball the Board unanimously approved coming out of Executive Session.

*	*	*

The Board took no action in Executive Session, only received update from City Attorney, Jim Simpson, on personnel matter in the Police Department.
 
*	*	*



Upon motion of Alderman Kirk Kimball and seconded by Alderman Joe Piernas the Board unanimously approved to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. 

*	*	*

   
 	6-2-2026 	
Mayor	Date


 	6-2-2026 	
City Clerk	Date
1

